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ARTIST: Aki Takase & Alexander Von 
Schlippenbach  
TITLE: So Long, Eric-Homage to Eric 
Dolphy 
LABEL: Intakt 
 

 
 
TUNES: Les/Hat and Beard/The Prophet/17 
West/Serene/Miss Ann/Something Sweet, Something 
Tender/Out There/Out To Lunch 
Total Time 67:06 
Recorded Live June 19, 20, 2014 in Berlin 
 
PERSONNEL: Aki takase/p, Alexander Von 
Schlippenback/p, Karl Berger/vibe, Rudi Mahall/bcl, 
cl, Tobias Delius/ts, Hernrik Walsdorff/as, Axel 
Dorner/tp, Nils Wogram/tb, Wilbert De j oode/b, 



Antonio Borghini/b, Han Bennink/dr, Heinrich 
Kobberling/dr 
 
A pair of pianists give a tribute to an 
avant garde reed player? Hey, it 
works! Aki Takaswe and Alexander 
Von Schlippenbach (from her on 
referred to as “AT” and “AVS”) put 
together a simpatico team that 
captures the sonic vision and passion 
of Eric Dolphy during a pair of June 
concert performances in Berlin. The 
size of the band is as flexible as a 
Dolphy solo, ranging from a duet to a 
full meghilla twelve member team  
with even a doubling of  drummers 
(Heinrich Kobberling/Han Bennink) 
and  bassists  (Antonio Borghini 
/Wilbert De Joode) at times. The reed 
section of Rudi Mahall/cl-bcl,  



Tobias Delius/ts, Henrik 
Walsdorff/as, Axel Dorner/tp and 
Nils Wogram/tb is augmented  
by vibist Karl Berger, and the players 
move in and out like an Agatha 
Christie novel. As for the music itself? 
Thes guys mix the tunes of Dolphy’s 
solo career with the swagger and 
energy of his stint with Charles 
Mingus’ band. Tunes such as “Les” 
and “Out There” have an incessant 
bop pulse that is dipped in blues, 
while Walsdorff’s alto is sharp and 
poignant throughout. A wonderfully 
traffic jammed feel veers in and out 
of the assertive “Miss Ann” which as 
AKs piano searching for something 
just out of reach, and gloriously 
ragged “The Prophet” which includes 



Wograms languidly sliding trombone. 
A duet betweek AK and Rudi Mahall’s 
bass clarinet has some exciting 
interplay with each guy pushing each 
other in a way reminiscent between 
Mingus and Dolphy, while the closing 
“Pout to Lunch” thunders with 
Bennink’s drums and finishes up like 
a three legged race on an incline. 
Exciting music here, reflected of an 
era and attitude of experimentation 
that is sorely missing these days. 
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